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Who is HealthInsight? 

ÅNon-profit community based organization

ÅThe Medicare Quality Improvement Organization 

(QIO) for Nevada and Utah

ÅA recognized leader in:

ïTransparency & public reporting 

ïHealth information technology initiatives

ïPayment reform efforts

ïHuman factors science research and application

ïQuality assurance activities 



ARRA Stimulus Package 

ÅIncludes $34B in incentivesto physicians 
who use EHRs in a ñmeaningfulò manner

ÅIncludes $2B for the Office of the National 
Coordinator of Health Information 
Technology (ONC) to build support services

ÅHIT Regional Extension Centers(RECs) to 
assist providers throughout the country in 
adopting and using EHRs

ÅBeacon Community Cooperative 
Agreements



Utahôs Beacon Community

Goal - to achieve and quantify dramatic 
improvements in health care quality and cost 
by leveraging and organizing our 
communityôs: 

1.exceptional health information technology (HIT) 
and public health infrastructure

2.existing care coordination, decision support, and 
process redesign efforts

3.culture of using data for improvement

4.health reform demonstration

5.community collaboration and leadership



Utahôs Beacon Community
Improving Care through Connectivity and 

Collaboration

ÅEngage health care providers and public 
health in the Salt Lake Metropolitan 
Statistical Area to accelerate healthcare 
improvements through use of HIT , data, 
process redesign and information exchange

ÅWe will demonstrate how HIT, when fully 
implemented and connected at the community 
level, can drive positive and sustainable 
changein overall system performance. 
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HIT Regional Extension Center 

Program

ÅWhat is an REC?

ïHIT Regional Extension Centers (REC) 
were made to assist providers throughout 
the country in adopting and using EHRs 
to achieve meaningful use

ÅRECs launched in February 2010

ÅHealthInsight was named as the REC for 
Utah and Nevada



Regional Extension Center (REC)

ÅREC goal to work with an initial 1,500 

providers in Nevada and Utah in the next 

two years ï1,000+ after that

ÅHealthInsightôshistory

ï30+ years experience as Utah & Nevada's QIO

ïIn last five years, helped over 400 practices 

adopt and use EHRs (DOQ-IT, UMA/UDOH, 

MCMP, Medicare Preventive Screenings & 

Immunizations)



What is Meaningful Use?

Å556 page Notice of Proposed Rule Making 

released December 30, 2009 by CMS

ÅOutlines criteria needed for meeting 

meaningful use and earning incentives 

ÅPhased approach: Stage 1, Stage 2, Stage 3

ÅThe guidelines set out the criteria from 2011 

to 2015, they get more ambitious over time
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the process is over, and I worry that it won't 
even be used then. How fast can someone 
put out "Meaningful Use for Dummies?"

- Dana Blankenhorn, 
ZDNet Healthcare


